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Town of Narragansett Conservation Commission Annual Report 2016 

Submitted by Michael Lapisky, Chair 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

The mission statement of the Narragansett Conservation Commission (NCC) is to provide a 

legacy by enhancing natural aesthetic areas, protecting watersheds and promoting public 

awareness in the conservation of all natural resources, improving the quality of life both in 

the present and for the future. 

The Narragansett Conservation Commission is a Town advisory body providing conservation 

recommendations pertinent to the Town Council.  The Conservation Commission also 

oversees the Town of Narragansett’s Adopt-A-Spot Program and has provided significant 
input on conservation aspects of proposed large multi-unit developments in town.   

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The 2016 Town Conservation Commission was comprised of 6 members with an annual 

budget of $500.00.  

The Narragansett Conservation Commission is a member of the Rhode Island Association of 

Conservation Commissions (RIACC). It is a non-profit, grassroots organization devoted to 

fostering cooperation and coordination among municipal conservation commissions on a 

regional and statewide basis.  Among their efforts is sponsorship of the Land & Water 

Summit held at URI each year in March bringing together leaders of community based 

conservation organizations and local governments who participate in workshops and 
exchange local conservation news and views.    

The Commission had many discussions concerning the Crooked Brook Trail and will innate 

mapping of the wetlands on the site as a first step to develop the trail for Public use. 

The Commission had discussions about the Street Tree Setback Program, looked into 

potential ordinance changes (found none were needed) to begin a startup project. The 

board invited members of the RI Tree Council to give proposals for a Town program, 

information was sent to the Town Manager. 

The Commission had discussions about the State owned scenic overlook on Boston Neck 

road (RT I-A), the intent is to have the view improved by cutting down some of the trees 

with a cooperative effort with the RIDOT, sent a memo to the Town Manager.  

Reviewed and provided advisory commentary on 

Rodman cottages project, continued from 2016 

Reviewed the Prospect Avenue development and sent a letter the RIDEM wetlands voicing 

the Board’s concerns 

Flatt Rock Subdivision 
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ADOPT-A-SPOT 

Considerable progress was made on the Adopt-A-Spot program in 2016. This left very few 

vacancies to fill for 2017. Monthly status reports were submitted by Adopters and the 

program continued to run as designed.  

MEMBERSHIP DUTIES 

Brian Wagner was appointed as liaison to the land trust 

Expenditures for 2015: 

$100.00 - RIACC dues. 

$35.00- for chairman Lapisky to attend the Land and Water Summit at URI 

 

MEMBERS: 

Michael L Lapisky - Chair 

John Kaufman – Vice Chair   

Kina King - Secretary 

Stephanie Figary – Member 

John DiPanni – Member 

Brian Wagner - Member 

 

Membership Attendance Monthly Meetings 2016 

 

1/5: Lapisky, Kaufman, Bivona, King,  

2/2: Lapisky, Kaufman, Wagner, Figary, King 

3/1: Lapisky, Kaufman, Figary, Wagner, King 

4/5: Lapisky, Kaufman, Figary, Wagner, King 

5/3: Lapisky, Figary, Wagner, King. Absent: Kaufman 

6/6: Lapisky, Kaufman, Figary ,Wagner, King : Absent DiPanni 

JULY: NO MEETING 

8/2: Lapisky, Kaufman, Wagner, Figary, King, DiPanni 

SEPTEMBER: NO MEETING 

10/4: Lapisky, Kaufman, Wagner, Figary, DiPanni, King 

11/1: Lapisky, DiPanni, Figary, King. Absent Kaufman, Wagner 

12/6: Lapisky, Kaufman, Figary, Wagner, King. Absent: DiPanni, Figary 

 

 



 

Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the 

Board/Commission Meeting, at any time during regular business hours at the Town Hall, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI 02882. Page 1 of 2 
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GALILEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

2016 Annual Report 
                                                                               

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2016 Accomplishments: 

 Shrubbery at exit island at Sand Hill Cove 

 Sidewalk planters and plantings 

 Continued flags on island at entrance to Galilee 

 Continued banners on light poles throughout the port  

 Continued hanging flower baskets on Galilee light poles 

 Bench maintenance throughout Galilee 

 

2016 Topics Monitored & Discussed: 

 Landscape improvement 2017 proposal 

 Interpretive signs of port history throughout the port 

 ‘Gansett Days 2016 

 Town Dock’s new sales office building 

 Replacement of DEM Port of Galilee sign 

 Replacement of the Great Island Bridge 

 Ongoing bulkhead repair project 

 Fund 43 Landing Fees distribution  

 Galilee parking 

 Continued idea’s for Galilee improvement projects 

 East Wall reconstruction project  

 

Attendance: 

 

The Committee met every second Tuesday of every month in 2016 
except July & August for summer recess and on election day in 
November.           
 
All members listed to the left of this report were regularly present for 
all meetings in 2016 except for Mr. Duckworth who attended 
occasionally. 

 

 



Narragansett Harbor Commission  
25 Fifth Avenue  

Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882  
 

January 4th 2017 
 

Ms. Susan Cicilline- Buonanno, President  
Narragansett Town Council  
25 Fifth Avenue  
Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882  
 
RE: Annual Report and Attendance Record  
 
Honorable Town Council,  
 
First off I would like to say that for me it is an honor to serve with the members 
of this commission. Each and every member has his own unique skill sets and  
they are all very knowledgeable of the workings of the Town waters.  
 
It is because of this that the RI CRMC holds the Town of Narragansett’s HMP up 
as a road map for other Rhode Island towns to follow while they work on their 
individual harbor management plans.  
 
Attendance of the members of this commission is exemplary, with absolutely 
zero problems with unexcused absences, even excused absences are too few  
to mention. It is evident that our members enjoy what they are doing and  
we always have a quorum.  
 
I am pleased to report that the Narragansett Harbor Commission has had a  
very productive 2016 year and pursuant to the Narragansett Code of 
Ordinances :  
 
Sec: 82-128 (9)   Additional powers and duties   
 
To review and make recommendations on proposed water use activities  
contiguous to the waterfront, and in the waters within the jurisdiction of  
the town that are received for review by other municipal agencies  
 



 
We as a body have reviewed several dock applications to ensure that they 
would not interfere with Town Right of Ways, Fairways or Mooring Fields.  
 
We work closely our Harbormaster to stay on top of all situations that involve our 
Towns waterways – the Harbor Commission has an outstanding working 
relationship with our Harbormaster, Kevin Connors, he is doing an outstanding 
job for the Town. 
 
During our 2016 year we finalized our Harbor Management Plan updates as 
required by the State of Rhode Island and presented them to the Town Council 
for passage. 
 
We have moved on to projects we hope to move forward over the next few 
years. 
 
1)  a plan for a public/private partnership to create transient moorings inviting                               

boaters to visit our town visit our local businesses. We hope to present this                
plan to the Town Council in a workshop shortly. 

 
2)  a plan to study the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides in our  waters. 
   
 
3)  a plan to study oyster reef restoration in Point Judith Pond and to explore a 
partnership with State and federal agencies to open up causeways in the pond 
to increase flow – similar to what was done on the Escape Road which was a 
huge success - to enhance  water quality. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to bring the councils attention to our 
town liaison Bruce Lofgren who help has been immeasurable. 
 
If the Council has any questions please feel free to contact us:  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Harvey Cataldo  
Chairman  
 
Cc: Narragansett Harbor Commission – all members  
 



 

 

2016 Annual Report 

Narragansett Historic District Commission 

 

Overview 

The following report provides a description of the key activities and 
accomplishments of the Narragansett Historic District Commission (Commission),  
through the past calendar  year. 
 
Mission 

The Historic District Commission’s primary goal is to maintain the historic 
architecture located within the five historic districts of Narragansett. We preserve 
the seaside character of Narragansett by use of a review and approval process 
subject to specific guidelines tailored to the needs and requirements of 
Narragansett. The Commission is an assistive resource to the community and aids 
citizens in the process of preservation and restoration of its architecture. 
 

Guidelines 

The Standards & Guidelines adopted and put into immediate usage in 2010 are the 
foundation of all decisions by the Commission as they relate to requests to alter, 
construct or demolish structures in the Town’s five (5) local Historic Districts.  
These seventy-eight (78) guidelines, which parallel performance manuals 
throughout the State along with the Department of Interior Standards, were tailored 
to fit specific needs and environmental concerns of the Narragansett locality.   

Hearings 

During the 2016 calendar year, the Commission reviewed and approved in entirety 
or with limitations:         

Public Hearings:  Seven (7) projects (See attached list) 
Administrative approvals in 2016:   Eight  (8) Projects ( See attached List) 

 

 

 



 

 

Assistive Resources 

 Pre-application Process: Applicants may informally present their intended 
renovations to the Commission in a round table format to achieve an insight 
as to the appropriateness of their project.  Reviewed  seven (7) projects in 
2016. 

 Liaison Staff Guidance: Community Development is always available 
during business hours to guide homeowners and answer their questions. 

 Website: The NHDC page is maintained by Community Development and is 
linked to the Town of Narragansett website.  All of the available 
requirements and resources can be found there. 

 Guidelines: A list of seventy-eight guidelines has been created and can be 
viewed on our website.  Also provided are descriptions of specific do’s and 
don’ts to preserve your property along with photos and drawings. 

 Property Owner’s Guide:  A brief step-by-step guide describes the entire 
process which is also available on our website 

 Narragansett Historic District Commission House Doctor Consultant: The 
N.H.D.C./H.D.C. provides direct consultation for any problem that a 
homeowner may have with their property. This includes free site visits and 
analysis when necessary. 

 Tip of the Month:  Advertised monthly in the Narragansett Times is a tip 
which provides helpful, seasonal guidance to ensure property maintenance 
for homeowners. 

 Resource List:  The Commission maintains and has on file a list of local, 
competent, craftsmen, architects, engineers, consultants and contractors. 

 Advisory Assistance:  The HDC will provide comment on any project or 
program that the Town Council or other board may request and on specific 
issues of rare impact will consider commenting on situations in Non-historic 
districts. 

Special Projects 

Expansion of Historic Districts:  

The Commission continued study of expanding the existing districts and/or 
creation of new historic districts.  Discussions based on the draft concept 
developed in concert with the Planning Board identified potential areas for 
designation as “Local Historic Districts”.  Based on HDC member’s field analyses, 
the maps were amended by staff to incorporate onsite observations and suggestions 
for areas of expansion. The Commission has identified three new areas for 
potential districts and has considered expansion for three existing districts.  



 

 

In 2016, the Commission held a work shop meeting with the Town Council in 
March addressing their preliminary analysis of potential historic districts and to 
introduce the idea of a tax credit ordinance, (see detail below).   After further 
deliberation the Commission held 3 public workshops in late summer for all 
residents in the target areas, at which they received significant public input.    
Further refinements are pending in early 2017.  The HDC anticipates full public 
hearings in concert with the Town Council in spring 2017.   

Tax Credit Ordinance:    

In 2014, the Commission initiated research into proposing a tax credit allowance 
for property owners who improve the exterior of their regulated historic homes. 
The intent of this ordinance is to recognize the Town’s historic inventory as worthy 
of preservation by easing the financial requirements to property owners who 
undertake sensitive restoration of their homes.  A draft of the ordinance was 
completed in 2015 and received a supportive review by the Town Solicitor.  This 
draft ordinance was transmitted to the Town Council for consideration in 2016.  
Following a public hearing held by the Town Council on  October 17, 2016, this 
ordinance was approved and adopted on November 21, 2016. 

Workshops: 

In 2016 the Commission held four special meetings focused on the two projects 
noted above.  In March, the Commission met with the Town Council and provided 
a status report on their work toward identifying potential new/expanded historic 
districts as well as to introduce the idea of the tax credit.  In September and 
October the Commission held three public workshops at which refined historic 
district maps were presented to property owners in the involved areas.   Attendees 
were notified by direct mail of each meeting’s time date and location.  Numerous 
comments were received and considered prior to final delineations of the proposed 
new districts were made.  Anticipate public hearings with the Town Council in 
2017. 

Future Projects 

 Grants:  Now that the Commission is qualified as a certified local 
Government, we are currently considering various projects to explore grant 
funding for planning and engineering. 
 

 



 

 

2016 Updated List of Commission Members 
Keith Lescarbeau: Chair / Restoration Specialist 

Robert Shields: Vice Chair / Engineer 

Wayne Douglas: Secretary / Landscape Architect 

       Gaia Charren:   Historic B & B Homeowner – Starr Cottage Inn 

Moira Hintsa:  Historic Homeowner 

Kristen Connell: Historic Homeowner 

Judith Kenower: Friends of the Towers 

 

Liaison Department 

Michael DeLuca: Community Development Director 

Bruce Lofgren, Planning Technician 

 Denise Buonanno: Clerk of Boards 

 

Secretary to Chair 

Cheryl Lescarbeau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                       Historic District Applications 
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 

PUBLIC HEARING REVIEWS 
 
 
 

Application  Owner  Address    Description 
 
 
January – December, 2016 
 
PH – 1  Middlebridge 333 Ocean Road  Garage improvements  
  School 
 
PH – 2  Donaldson 56 Central Street  Ext Repairs and windows  
 
PH – 3  Walters 50 Central Street  Ext repairs, part demo, shingle, trim 
 
PH – 4  Sweenor Ocean Road   New Single Family dwelling 
 
PH – 5  Donovan 116 Central Street  Garage repair 
 
PH – 6  Flagg  5 Hazard Avenue  New windows (3rd floor) 
 
PH – 7  Lee  320 Ocean Road  New windows (east side) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                    Historic District Applications 
EXPEDITED REVIEWS  

 
Application  Owner  Address    Description 
 
January – December, 2016 
 
A – 036 Middlebridge School 333 Ocean Road  Re-roof, trim & rafter repair 
 
A – 037 Donaldson  56 Central Street  Foundation Repair 
 
A – 038 Walters  50 Central Street  Re-roof and remove chimney 
 
A – 039 Douglas  348 Ocean Road  Reshingle roof 
 
A - 040  Charren  68 Caswell Street  Phase 2 of Window project 
 
A – 041 Lenihan  35 Newton Avenue  Replace rubber roof 
 
A – 042 Flagg   320 Ocean Road  Replace shingles & trim 
 
A – 043 Town    35 Ocean Road  Shingle Repair   

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2016 HDC ATTENDANCE 
        BREAKDOWN 

 
  
 
 

    Number of Regular Meetings held:  12 
    Number of Special Meetings held:     4  Public Workshops (1 with the Council) 
                                                                   
 
 

 Keith Lescarbeau:           12 regular meetings attended, and 4 Workshops  
 

 Robert Shields                10  regular meetings attended and 2 Workshops 
 

 Gaia Charren          12  regular meetings and 1 Workshop 
 

 Wayne Douglas              11  regular meetings and 2 Workshops 
 

 Moira Hintsa          12 regular meetings  
 

 Judy Kenower          First meeting was in October. 
 

 Kristen Connell           First meeting was in November. 
 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                         2016 HDC MONTHLY STATISICS                   

1/12   PH:  ‘Middlebridge School Garage Exterior Renovations – Approved 5/0 
FULL HOUSE  _____________________________________________________________________ _________    
 
2/9:    No Public Hearings –  
           Pre-Applications:  ‘Fair Lawn’ / 350 Ocean Road; and ‘Shinglenook’ / 50 Central Street 
FULL HOUSE - (except for 2 existing vacancies)____________________________________________________ 
 
3/8:    No Public Hearings   
           Pre-Applications: Coast Guard House (Continued) and ‘Sansea’ / 56 Central Street 
FULL HOUSE - (except for 2 vacancies)___________________________________________________________ 
 
4/12:  PH:  ‘Shinglenook’, 50 Central Street / Window replacements & exterior modifications – Approved 6/0 
          PH:  ‘Sansea’, 56 Central Street / Window replacement and exterior repair w/small addition – Approved 6/0 
          Pre-Application:  Coast Guard House (continued) 
FULL HOUSE________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5/10:  No Public Hearings 
          Pre-Applications:  Coast Guard House (cont’d); and Fairlawn, 350 Ocean Road /construction of new garage 
Absent:  Mrs. Panzeri and Mr. Shields______________________________________________________________ 
 
6/14:  PH:  ‘Hazard Castle Estates’, Ocean Road – new dwelling – Approved 6/0 
             Pre-Application:  Salvatore Torregrossa,  80 Central Street – exterior repairs 
FULL HOUSE________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 (Six-Month HDC Report:   4 Approved Public Hearings / 6 Pre-Applications. and Absentees:  1 SP, 1 RS) 
 
7/12:   No Public Hearings 
           Pre-Application:  Fairlawn – Modifications to Carriage House and Coast Guard House 
FULL HOUSE________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8/9:    No Public Hearings 
          Pre-Applications: Middlebridge School /gymnasium; and ‘The Wigwam’/Demolish & rebuild Carriage  
                                               House 
FULL HOUSE       (Sandy had passed away yesterday)_______________________________________________ 
 
9/13:  No Public Hearings 
 Pre-Application: Coast Guard House (continued) 
ABSENT:  Robert Shields_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10/11:   PH:  ‘Windermere’, 116 Central Street – Reconstruction of a detached garage – Approved 6/0 
 
FULL HOUSE________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11/7:  No Public Hearings: 
 Pre-Applications:  80 Central Street/exterior modifications; and Coast Guard House (continued) 
FULL HOUSE_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12/7:  PH:  Flat Rock, 5 Hazard Avenue – installation of new windows on third floor; Approved 5 to 0. 
          PH:  Grove Cottage, 320 Ocean Rd., installation of new windows on east face; Approved 5 to 0.         
ABSENT: Mr. Shields and Mrs. Douglas_________________ 
 

 









































































































JUVENILE HEARING BOARD  

2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

 

 

Cases Heard and attendees 

1- February All members 

1- July All members 

Follow up Meetings 

March Steve Bonzagni, Joan Ricci 

August. Steve Bonzagni, Joan Ricci 

 

Regional Meeting held in October in North Providence. 

 

Deb Haring declined reappointment in December, thus we have an open position on the Board. 

 

 

Steve Bonzagni 

Chair 
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Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust Annual Report – 2016 

 

Overview / Support 

The Land Conservancy Trust (“Trust”) is organized under the provisions of Division 3 of the Town Charter 

Section 2-101. – Established; purpose 

1. Acquiring land, development rights and easements within the town, affording priority to 
environmentally sensitive lands; 

2. Preserving open spaces, farmlands, scenic vistas, wetlands, estuaries, adjoining uplands and 
critical habitats; 

3. Preserving land providing access to coastal waters; and 
4. Preserving land for future public recreational and educational use 

In addition, Section 2-105 (5) gives the Trust the responsibility to “Administer and manage land and 
interests in land held by it in a manner which allows public use and/or enjoyment consistent with the 
natural, historic and scenic resources of such land.” Under this provision, the Trust is responsible for the 
Middlebridge property and the Sunset Farm / Kinney Bungalow properties. 

 

The Trust is supported by both the Parks & Recreation and Community Development departments.  The 
Parks & Recreation department oversees the day-to-day operation of these properties. 

 

Middlebridge 

• Completed the negotiations with the URI Women’s Rowing Team whereby the Town receives 
$20,000 per 12-month period for the 18 months of the agreement, which began in December 
2015 and terminates June 30, 2017, for a total of $30,000.  An offer to renew for a 12-month 
period will occur automatically unless the Town provides prior notice that it does not intend to 
offer the renewal. 

• The Trust worked with town departments in the installation of a floating dock to the north of 
the marina and a temporary structure to store the boats and other equipment.  The dock 
required a permit from the Coastal Resource Management Council (“CRMC”).  Approval of the 
CRMC executive board and of the full CRMC was obtained. The temporary structure required 
additional engineering review to comply with town requirements. 

• URI Rowing Team sponsored a youth rowing program for the public.  
• Completed the Middlebridge Management Plan. It was accepted and approved by the Town 

Council. 
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Sunset Farm / Kinney Bungalow 

• Jake Conley’s Eagle Scout project marked trails throughout the Farm to include resting benches 
and an information kiosk, yet to be completed.  The Trust will be reviewing the hours of 
operation. 

• The Bungalow’s north side walkway was replaced 
• The updating of furniture, window treatments are in process. The furniture was delivered on 

January 25, 2017. 

 

Meetings, Membership and Attendance 

 
Seven Trust meeting were held in CY 2016: January, February, March, May, June, October and 
December.  Meeting were not held in April, July, August, September and November due to a lack of a 
quorum. 

 

During the year, the following changes of trustees were made 

• Brian Wagner, designee from the Conservation Commission replaced Bill Bivona 
• Jason Colonies replaced Jill Lawler who was elected to the Town Council, but who remains as a 

Town Council trustee 

 

The following table presents the attendance of trustees 

CY 2016 Land Conservancy Trust Meeting Attendance Summary 

Meeting 
Date 

J. 
Lawler 

T. 
Fleming 

S. 
Bush 

C. 
Goglia 

M. 
Mannix 

T. 
Rogers 

P. 
Sylvia 

C. 
Wilkens 

J. 
Colonies 

B. 
Wagner 

1/21/16     A   A   
2/18/16    A       
3/10/16           
5/19/16      A   A   
6/2/16           
10/13/16    A A      
12/15/16           
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Town of Narragansett 
Department of Community Development 

and 
Planning Board 

 
2016 Annual Report 

 

 

Overview 

The following report provides a description of the key accomplishments of the Department of 
Community Development for the 2016 calendar year.  By extension, it also addresses the actions 
of the Planning Board (as required under RIGL 45-22-8).   The Department of Community 
Development also provides administrative support to the Zoning Board of Review, the Historic 
District Commission, the Conservation Commission/Tree Board, and the Harbor Management 
Commission.   

Staff Responsibilities and Duties: 

Organizationally, the Community Development staff has the following primary duties: 

 Director – Provides administrative supervision of all staff activities; Drafts, reviews, 
and updates selected provisions of the town Comprehensive Plan; Drafts and reviews 
proposals for zoning text and map changes; Reviews and reports to Planning Board 
on subdivisions and land development projects; Assists the Historic District 
Commission to review and comment on historic building repairs; Attends all 
meetings of Town Council, Planning Board and Historic District Commission and 
several meetings of others boards noted above. 

 Environmental Planning Specialist – Focuses the majority of work hours on two 
primary duties: conducts Environmental Planning Projects and oversees the use, 
expansion, and improvement of the Towns GIS mapping system. Serves as liaison to 
other departments (Fire, Assessor, Finance etc.) to aid in their use of GIS; Works with 
the general public in regards to FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map determinations, 
policy, and building requirements; Assists with the management of the Town website 
and provides technical support to Town staff as needed.   Oversees work of the 
Planning Technician to provide direct staffing support to the Planning and Zoning 
Boards by conducting and reporting on Site Reviews scheduled for public hearing; 
Aids the public in determining submittal requirements for Special Use Permits and 
Variances; Works closely with the Planning Technician and CD Administrative 
Assistant to arrange proper scheduling for each public hearing.  The Environmental 
Planning Specialist has assisted with the Comprehensive Plan update by commenting 
on draft reports, assisting the consultant and participating in Comprehensive Plan 
workshops.   

 Planning Technician - The position of Planning Technician provides entry level 
professional work in the Department of Community Development.  The Planning 
Technician divides his/her time between the conduct of routine administrative tasks 
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and technical research, as well as analysis at an entry level of complexity.  The 
Planning Technician often works closely with the public on a regular basis to provide 
customer service to understand planning and zoning processes.   
The Technician has provided support to the Director & the Environmental Planning 
Specialist by reviewing building plans and zoning applications to ensure compliance 
with regulations, and drafting of Staff Reviews and Site Reviews.  Daily activities 
have involved drafting of decision letters, preparing public notices and agendas and 
creating visuals including maps, charts, tables and other graphics for use at Planning 
and Zoning Board meetings. Planning and Zoning Board package preparation, 
drafting of Planning & Zoning Board agendas and advertisements, and other office 
tasks as assigned.  The Technician has assisted with the Comprehensive Plan update 
by commenting on drafts, setting up and participating in Comprehensive Plan 
workshops.   

 CD Administrative Assistant – Provides direct assistance to Director, Environmental 
Planner and Planning Technician for daily work requirements including appointment 
setting and follow-up;  Routes all walk-ins and telephone calls to the appropriate staff 
member;  responsible for completing weekly payroll; responsible for ordering of all 
needed office supplies and maintaining detailed records of all Purchase Orders; 
responsible for daily mail pick-up and distribution; responsible for management of 
budgetary needs as it relates to financial allotments for each fiscal year; Serves as 
primary manager of CDBG files and works closely with the Staff of East Greenwich 
Housing Consortium to manage payments to sub-recipients; Carries out all 
documentary tasks related to assembling annual CDBG request; Serves as Clerk of 
the Planning Board, Zoning Board and Historic District Commission; Provides 
administrative support relative to scheduling of meetings, receipt of applications, 
oversight for completeness, setting and posting of agendas, attendance at hearings and 
drafting of minutes. 

 

2016 Key Highlights 

A. Historic Preservation – Director, Planning Technician and CD Administrative 
Assistant worked closely with the Historic District Commission members to pursue 
several initiatives.  Staff revised and submitted to Town Council, a draft property tax 
credit relief ordinance for owners of historic homes who invest in significant 
rehabilitation of their properties with guidance from the HDC.  The ordinance was 
approved by Town Council in December, 2016.   Related to this project, Staff 
discovered that the definition of “Commission” in the State enabling law will require 
revision to accommodate our proposed ordinance. Contact will be made with the local 
State Legislators to seek this minor amendment.    
Additionally, the HDC and Planning Board have initiated work on identifying areas 
in which the existing historic districts may be considered for expansion. Staff has 
drafted a series of GIS maps to assist in identifying these areas of expansion.  
Members of the Historic District Commission held three public workshops to share 
their proposals with the public and gain input to the final recommendation they will 



3 
 

send to the Town Council.  The GIS maps were amended to reflect this last round of 
suggestions and the maps are now near completion.  Anticipate public hearings before 
the Town Council early in 2017. 

B. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – Director and CD Administrative 
Assistant coordinated the submittal of a $105,050 CDBG application in May 2016.  
The Town has not yet received official notice of a full or partial award for any of the 
requested programs. 

C. GIS Improvements – General improvements to GIS data are continually made and 
data is updated in an effort to provide more accurate and accessible information. 
Much progress has been made with the GIS update Project through the consultant, 
Applied Geographics, Inc.  The Tax Assessor Maps have been updated to include 
subdivisions and mergers from 2005 to 2015. New maps have been created and will 
be provided to the Town. Work on the online website continues. Staff, through the 
consultant, identified an error in the parcel identification series MBLU 
(Map/Block/Lot/Unit) and has worked with Vision Government Solutions to remedy 
the issue and correct the error through the other software systems that use MBLU as 
an identifier.  Staff anticipates this issue to be resolved Spring 2017, with the web-
based GIS expected to be online by summer. 
In addition to the above, the Director has prepared an in-depth scope of work for a 
potential Phase II of the project.  Phase II includes a more detailed review of the 
various department needs.  If sufficient resources are available a change order may be 
issued authorizing App-Geo staff to create one or more applications described in the 
Phase II scope of work. 

D. Comprehensive Plan Amendments – Staff finalized the 4th draft of a complete 
update of the Town Comprehensive Plan in 2016 with the consultant team from the 
Horsley Witten Group.      Drafting of the body of the new Plan was carried out from 
late 2013 through mid-2014. In 2015, public workshops were held with the Town 
Council followed by Planning Board public  hearings which concluded in the fall.  
Final deliberations by the Planning Board were held in February, 2016 and Town 
Council public hearings were held on May9, 2016 and August 9, 2016.  With minor 
revisions, the Town Council approved the 4th draft of the comprehensive Plan on 
October 24, 2016.  Staff forwarded the revised Comprehensive Plan’s 3 documents, 
(Baseline Report, Roadmap and Action Plan) to the Statewide Planning Program staff 
for review on November 28, 2016.  Awaiting comments from 33 State agencies.  
Anticipate a single set of revisions to resolve State  issues in 2017. 

E. Site Review/Staff Review Applications – During the 2016 calendar year, the 
Department of Community Development received forty two, (42) Staff Review 
applications and fifty one (51) Site Review applications. 

F. Adopt-A-Spot – During the 2016 calendar year, the Department of Community 
Development has continued to work with the Conservation Commission in managing 
and expanding the Adopt-a-Spot program.   

G. Omnibus Zoning Amendments – The Community Development Department 
periodically reviews the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to consider minor changes in text 
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that may relate to other regulatory provisions or need clarification in light of a real 
world experience.   In 2016 staff proposed text revisions in the following sections: 

a. Definitions-building coverage, site coverage, building envelope,  frontage, inn 
b. Breakwater Village District – calculation of floor area, criteria for second 

floors. 
c. Table of uses – filled in a vacant category 
d. Accessory Structures – returned language that was mistakenly removed. 
e. Fences and Walls – Added clarity to definition and standards for retaining 

wall setbacks. 
f. Stormwater management – Added discretionary option for exercise by Town 

Engineer in choosing the appropriate method of calculation. 
g. Variances - Correction of mislabeled headings. 
h. Deletion of several passages rendered obsolete by associated improvements 

noted above.    
H. Bike Path Expansion – Following receipt of the Fay, Spofford and Thorndike 

Inc.,(FST), updated feasibility study, the Director has coordinated with Town 
Manager and RIDOT staff to advance this project closer to construction.   Town 
Council narrowed the preferred alignments to either #2 or #3A as a result of this 
report.   In 2016 staff submitted TIP request to  RIDOT for $8.3 million for the 
completion of the project which would include design, permitting and construction 
along 1 of the 2 preferred alternative alignments.   In November 2016 the electorate 
passed the Green Economy Bond Fund which includes up to $10 million to support 
bike paths that are near “shovel ready”.   In December, 2016, local residents, David 
and Rosemary Smith suggested the last phase of the Bike Path be divided into 2 
subsections so that the first 1,375 feet (which do not have any major permitting 
delays),  could be constructed in the next 1-2 years. 

I. Firefighter Exhibit at SC Museum – The Director has continued working with 
representatives of the South County Museum, the Narragansett Lions Club and the RI 
Dept. of Environmental Management to pursue State authorization to build a new 
Firefighter Museum Exhibit at the South County Museum.  Because this site was 
purchased with Federal funds there are certain limitations on construction of 
buildings. It was determined that “6f conversion” of the majority of the SCM 
leasehold to remove the federal regulatory oversight was the most prudent course of 
action.  The Director has ushered this process along to provide the necessary 
information to the State/federal regulators.  Recently the Lions Club has contracted 
with the Newport Appraisal Group to provide a land appraisal for both the Museum 
site and the 8+acre replacement site located behind the Narragansett Elementary 
School.  This appraisal is nearly complete.  Once accepted by the RIDEM and Federal 
regulators, staff will initiate the final steps in providing mapping and local 
commitments to transfer the open space/conservation restrictions to the replacement 
site.  Authorization to allow the Museum to proceed is anticipated in 2017. 

J. ‘Gansett Days Mapping – For the second year in a row, Staff has assisted the Parks 
& Recreation Department by preparing a Town-Wide Map of all the activities 
scheduled over the four-day event.  The mapping included providing Q-R coding so 
that participants could interactively use the map to locate a particular event to attend. 
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The Map was prominently displayed at the Events main location for use by residents 
and visitors alike.    

K. Harbor Management Plan – During the 2016 calendar year, the Planning 
Technician has continued to act as a liaison to the Harbor Management Commission 
and has assisted the Commission in updating the Town’s Harbor Management Plan.  
The most significant text revisions have involved changes to no wake zones, updates 
to mooring field and anchorage areas, and various ordinance amendments. Staff has 
worked closely with the Coastal Resource Management Council (CRMC) and the 
Town Solicitor to ensure the revisions are consistent with State laws and CRMC 
policies and guidelines. The Harbor Management Plan was adopted by the Town in 
2016 and is awaiting state approval. Once the state has provided comments to the 
Town, the report may require a few minor revisions in 2017, but overall the Plan is 
close to competition.  

L. “Household” Definition – Early in the year the Planning Board was asked to advise 
the Town Council on the project of re-defining the number of unrelated individuals 
that could be considered to make up a “household” as defined by the Zoning 
Ordinance.  This request was precipitated by concerns raised about seasonal rentals 
and their impact on the properties and their neighborhoods.  The Board considered the 
judgement issued by RI Superior Court in the 1980’s as to how that may limit the 
Towns authority to make any changes at all. On March 15, 2016 the Board issued a 
recommendation to approve the proposal to raise the maximum from 3 to 4 finding it 
to be “not inconsistent” with the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Statistical Highlights 

1) Board Meetings Attended by Staff 
a) Planning Board:    

 18 Meetings - 12 Regular Monthly Meetings, 5 Special 
Meetings and 1 postpones due to inclement weather  

 3 Public Hearings – 1 continued;   
 41 Site Review Agenda Items with 30 recommended for 

approval, 6 recommended for denial and 5 continued/deferred 
into 2017. (Of the 6 recommended for denial 1 was approved 
as requested, 2 were approved after the site plan was revised, 2 
were withdrawn and 1 was continued into 2017.) 

b) Zoning Board:    
  12 Meetings (32 Public Hearing Agenda Items ) 

c) Building Code Board of Appeals:   5 Meetings (3 agenda items)  
d) Conservation Commission/Tree Board:   11 Meetings 
e) Land Trust:      2 Meetings 
f) Harbor Management Commission:   10 Meetings 
g) Historic District Commission:   15 Meetings 
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2) Planning Board Highlights 
 Members 

 Terence Fleming:  1993 – Present 
 Joseph O’Neill: 1972 – Present 
 Stephen Glazer: 2005 – Present 
 Vincent Indeglia: 2009 – Present 
 Robin Plaziak:  2015 – July, 2015 
 Donald Leighton: October, 2016 - present 

 
a) Major Subdivisions: 3 
b) Minor Subdivision:  1 
c) Subdivision Public Hearings: 3 
d) Pre-Application Review: 3 
e) Comprehensive Plan deliberations: 2 special meetings to conclude Planning Board final 

revisions for complete rewrite of new Comprehensive Plan 
f) Pre-Application Subdivision Reviews:  3 
g) Comprehensive Permit: 0 
h) Recommendations to Town Council:  17 

i) CDBG applications - 1 
ii) Pier Market Place – install new signage in Pier Village Urban Renewal 
iii) Harbor Management Plan 
iv) Easement agreement with OC Realty 
v) Zoning Ordinance Text 

- Various “omnibus” amendments correcting or clarifying specific provisions of 
the Zoning Code. 

- Amend Definition of “household” – particularly addressing the maximum 
number of unrelated individuals allowed to constitute a household.  

- Amend section on fences and walls,  
- Amend headings in section 11 - Variances 

 
Site Reviews:   
vi)  30 Recommended for Approval  
vii)    6  Recommended for Denial 
viii) 5 Continued or deferred into 2017 

 
i) Notable Agenda Items: 

(a)   Several Commercial Developments including  
o OC Realty – redevelopment of Ocean Skate Roller Rink 
o Bed & Bistro 
o Tower House B&B 
o Middlebridge School – gymnasium 
o Montessori School – addition  

 Residential Developments 
o Rodman Street Cottages 
o Flat Rock Subdivison 
o Giarusso Subdivision 
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Professional Development/Staff Training 
The following is a summary list of workshops, seminars, and conferences attended by 
Community Development staff: 
 

a. 2016 Rhode Island League of Cities & Towns Convention (JS, MD) 
b. CDBG Workshop #1(MD) 
c. Land & Water Conservation Summit (BL) 
d. 2016 Southern New England Regional APA Conference – Worcester, MA 

(MD, JS) 
e. RIFMA Conference (JS) 
f. HURREVAC Workshop/Seminar (JS) 
g. AICP Certification (JS) 
h. FEMA Community Assistance Visit – Passed (JS) 
i. CRS 5 Year Cycle Visit – Rating Upgrade to 7 (JS) 
j. Coastal Inundation Seminar (JS) 
k. Data Breech Meeting (JS) 
l. Coastal Construction Training (JS) 
m. Graduate Course in Environmental Planning at URI (BL) 
n. Floodplain Hazard Webinar  (JS) 
o. Trust for Public Land Project – Parks Project (JS) 
p. Fred Pryor Training Institute program for “Creative Leadership”  (MD, JS) 
q. Growsmart RI -  “Power of Place” conference at the Providence Convention 

Center on June 21.  (MD) 
r. RIAPA “Law Session” an overview of RI laws and case law related to 

Planning and Zoning held at East Providence City Hall, Nov 4, 2016.   (MJD)  
 

2017 Outlook 

In addition to the projections of staff activity noted in the highlights above, this department 
anticipates initiating /continuing work on the following projects and programs: 

1.     Primary Objectives 

A. Comprehensive Plan: Complete necessary revisions for Statewide Planning 
approval . 

 Receive and review comments from 33 state  review agencies 
 Meet as necessary with Statewide Planning staff.  
 Draft language revisions for Planning Board Review and Town 

Council approval. 
 

B. Zoning Map Update: Initiate action to bring Zoning Maps up to date with 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 Engage assistance of a consultant to map areas where zoning changes are 

necessary 
 Draft alternatives that will comply with Land Use Plan 
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 Conduct Public Workshops to refine proposals 
 Oversee the process of advancing the revised proposal through the Planning 

Board and Town Council hearing process. 
 

C. Zoning Ordinance Text Update:  Continue actions to update the Zoning Ordinance 
to correct errors, clarify components or include additional language to assist the 
Town in regulating development in town.   
 Work with Staff, Planning Board and interested parties to make edits to the 

Ordinance.  Present changes to Town Council in 2 to 3 segments 
i. Section 12. 4  - Applicability 

ii. Section 18.2 – contents of Site Plan 
iii. Section 4.8.1 – Breakwater Village Special District – Clarification of 

policy regarding allowance of 2nd floor on lots of <2,000 sf.  
iv. Several Sections – Streamlining of zoning approval process: 
Continue work with planning Board to research the possibility of creating a 
steamlined process for review and approval of dimensional variances and 
special use permits that request minimal waivers and/or authorization for 
minor site amendments to existing developments.   

 
D. Land Cover Update: Oversee the services of App-Geo Staff to complete the 

current GIS Land Cover layer and Tax Assessors maps and oversee activity to 
bring both up to current. Phase II of the project will be initiated including 
departmental objectives regarding GIS.   
 Supervise the work of the App-Geo Staff 
 Ensure delivery of final product. 

 
E. Rules of Procedure:  Present and adopt the Rules of Procedure for the Planning 

Board and the Zoning Board.  This project is already underway with the Zoning 
Board. 
 

F. State of RI Projects: 
 Bike Path:  Work closely with RIDOT staff to bring forward design for 

chosen bike route alignment.  Initiate design and permitting tasks for Section 
4A. 

a. Work with Town Engineer to draft RFP’s and hire consultant to 
design Section 4A and expedite process of State environmental 
permits. 

 Safe Routes To School: Oversee the Safe Routes To School infrastructure 
construction projects related to improving bicycle and pedestrian access to the 
Pier Middle School.  Work closely with RIDOT engineers and Town staff 
(Engineering, DPW School Dept) to advance the targeted capital 
improvements. 

 TIP roadway projects: Work with RIDOT staff to advance roadway 
improvements to  South Pier Road, Boston Neck Road, Beach Street, 
Bridgetown Road and the Bonnet Point Road Causeway  
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G. Canonchet Farm: Renew effort to complete master plan update for Canonchet 
Farm.  
 Work with Southern RI Conservation District staff (or other consultant) to 

provide full text, tables and mapping of a complete master plan to Town 
Council that will  carry out the chosen objectives set forth in the executive 
summary. 

 Continue in assisting South County Museum and Narragansett Lions Club to 
complete the “6f conversion” to eliminate federal regulatory requirements 
and enable the construction of a Fireman’s Exhibit Hall. 
 

H. Historic District Expansion:  Staff will work closely with the Historic District 
Commission to finalize and propose the expansion of several existing districts and 
create new historic districts in the Town.  

 
2. Secondary Objectives 

 
I. Temporary Signs: Research, draft and submit amendments to the Zoning 

Ordinance to better regulate temporary signs employed by businesses in Town.  
Specifically, add regulatory restrictions of banners, window signs and special 
event signs. 
 

J. Trails:  Work closely with the Conservation Commission to solicit adopters for the 
recently created trails in the center of Town.  Also, continue work on permitting 
for the trail entrance  on South Pier Road with RIDEM staff.  Coordinate work on 
trail entrance construction once State permit is in hand. 
  Also, assist the Land Conservancy Trust in design and implementation of 
enhancement to the Sunset Farm Trails to make them available to the public 
without impact to farming operations. 
 

K. Lot Coverage:  Revisit language defining how site coverage is measured and 
consider application of a stricter standard to ensure that all developments are 
adequately landscaped. 
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2016 PLANNING BOARD MONTHLY STATISTICS 
    (Applications highlighted in red indicate the Motion was recommended for denial.)  
(To include: Public Hearings, Site Reviews, Major/Minor Subdivision Public Hearings, Administrative Subdivisions, 
Pre-Application Reviews, Comprehensive Plan Meetings, Recommendations to Town Council, Site Reviews, 
Recommended for Approval , Recommended for Denial,  & Commercial Staff Reviews). 
 
1/20:   Master Plan Informational Public Hearing (continued): Motion to continue to the 
                   February 17th meeting – Approval 4/0 Vote; Second Motion to accept applicant’s 
                  designation to extend waiver to end of March –Approval 4/0 Vote 
            Site Review:  John Paglia – Orlando Drive, Approve 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  James Durkin – Ocean Road – Continued at applicant’s request. 

Site Review:  Hernowitz/McCormack, 21 Rosewood Avenue – Approval 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review   Chris & Marybeth Kreger, 46 Earles Court - Continued  to 2/17  
 Site Review:  Charles Brousseau, 1 Cross Road – Approval 4/0 Vote 
ABSENT:  SG____________________________ (Site Reviews: 3 approved, w/2 Continued) 
 
2/17: Master Plan Informational Public Hearing (Continued): PH closed; Motion to 
                       set  it down for Decision at the 3/15/16 PB Meeting. 
 Site Review:  James Durkin – Continued at applicant’s request 
 Site Review:  Mary Beth Kreger – Continued to March 15th, 2016. 
 Site Review:  Karyn Monti, 11 Salem Road (deck) – Denial 3/0 Vote 
 Site Review: Barbara Mariconda, 430 Old Boston Neck Road – Approval 3/0 Vote 
ABSENT:  RP & VI___                     (SR’s: 1 Approval, 1 Denial  & 2 Continued) 
 
3/15: Recommendation To Town Council for Decision on Text Amendment to the 
                    Zoning Ordinance, Section 2.2. Definitions/ Households: to increase number 
                    from 3 to 4 – Approval 3/1 Vote with VI abstaining; 2 more Motions listed on  
                    Server under 3/15 PB meeting. 
 Master Plan Review for Decision: Rodman Street Cottages:  Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Chris & Marybeth Kreger, 46 Earles Court – Approval 4/1 Vote 
 Site Review:  Bed & Bistro, 83 Narragansett Avenue – Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Dianna Normanton, 25 Beach Row – Approval 5/0 Vote 

Recommendation to Town Council – Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance  
        for Building Coverage and Site Coverage – Approval 5/0 Vote 

FULL HOUSE___________________________    (SR’s: 3 Approvals) 
4/19: 2016 CDBG Applications for Town Council Recommendation:  Approved 5/0 
 Pre-Application Review:  Flat Rock Subdivision: Motion to grant the applicant  
                        the right to combine the Master & Preliminary Plan:  Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Preliminary Subdivision Review:  Giarrusso Subdivision:  Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Fonseca/Trenteseaux:  Motion to Continue to 5/17 PB Meeting 
 Site Review:  Christian Brothers: Approval 5/0 Vote w/conditions   
 Site Review:  Wayne Elpus:  Denial 5/0 Vote 

Site Review:  Maria Dolos, 12 Sand Hill Cove Road, Approval 5/0 Vote 
            Site Review: Mary Jane Burgess, 45 Abalone Rd., Approve 4/1; Nay: Dr. O’Neill 

Recommendation to Town Council:  Text revision of certain provisions of  
             Zoning Ordinance; continued to next month. 

FULL HOUSE_____________________           (SR’s: 3 Approvals, 1 Denial  & 1 Continued) 
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5/12 (Special): 

  Site Review:  Douglas DeSimone, 131 Sunset Boulevard, Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Douglas DeSimone, 24 Sunset Shores Drive, Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Bogdon Nowak, 272 & 272-A Ocean Road, Continued  
 Site Review:  Bogdon Nowak, 268 Ocean Road, Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Donna Uritescu, Ocean Road, Approval 4/1 w/conditions; Nays: JONN 
FULL HOUSE_____________________             (SR’s: 4 Approvals, w/1 Continued) 

5/17:   Pre-application Review: Brookside Edge Estates, 5 Lot Minor Sub-division 
Site Review:  Rafael & Mary Louise Fonseca, Ocean Road, Approval 4/0 Vote 
Site Review:  Helen Reilley, 1 Louise Avenue, Approval 5/0 Vote 
Site Review:  Lena Carbone, 52 Follett Road, Continued to 7/21 PB Meeting 
Site Review:  Michael DiRaimo, 4 Angel Road, Denial 5/0 Vote  
Recommendation to Town Council – Text Revision of certain provisions of the 
           Zoning Ordinance, continued to next month. 

FULL HOUSE_______________________   (SR’s:  2 Approvals, w/1 Denial & 1 Continued) 

6/21: Site Review: Gemma Realty, LLC, 16 Rodman Street, Approval 4/0 Vote 
            Site Review: Jack Cutlip, Captain Freebody Road, Approval 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review: Mark & Janeen Davis, 350 Ocean Road, Approval 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Coley O’Donnell, 40 Burbank Avenue, Denial 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  James Flynn, 22 Stanton Avenue, Approval 4/0 Vote 
 Recommendation to Town Council – Text Revision of certain provisions of the  
                 Zoning Ordinance; Motion passes 4/0 that changes be submitted to Town Council. 
ABSENT:  Vin Indeglia_____________                                   (SR’s:  4 Approvals w/1 Denial) 
 
(Six-Month Tally:   20 Site Review Approvals, 7 Continued and 4 Denials) 
 
7/26 (rescheduled from 7/19): 
    Site Review:  Bogdon Nowak, 272 & 272A Ocean Road, Approval 2/1; Nay, JONN 
 Site Review:  Lena Carbone, 52 Follett Road, Denial 3/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Brian Timpson, 14 Tanglewood Trail, Approval 2/0 Vote; Nay: TF 
 Site Review:  John & Donna Masterson, 3 Summit Avenue, Approval 3/0 Vote 
ABSENT:  SG -  (Robin Plaziak resigned)_                           (SR’s: 3 Approvals w/1 Denial)      
 
8/16: Site Review:  John & Jody Shue, 33 Harvey Lane, Approval 4/0 Vote 
FULL HOUSE_____________________________________   (SR:  1 Approval)___________ 
 
 
9/20: Preliminary Plan Public Hearing, Rodman Street Cottages, Approval 4/0 Vote   
            Site Review:  Steven Liebermensch, 24 Talia Court, Denial 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Denise Leighton, 43 Beach Avenue, Approval 4/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  O.C. Realty – deferred 
FULL HOUSE             (SR’s: 1 Approval, 1 cont’d, 1 Denial)  
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10/18: Site Review:   Middlebridge School, 333 Ocean Road, Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:    Wayne Elpus, 32 Woodridge Road, Approval 5/0 Vote 
   Site Review: Knowles Camp, Inc. 64 Burnside Avenue, Approval 5/0 Vote  
   Site Review:  Friends of SRIMS/Quest Montessori, Approval 4/0 Vote (VI recused) 
   Site Revew:  O.C. Realty, LLC and Recommendation to Town Council - Deferred 
FULL HOUSE/Mr. Leighton’s first meeting______________(SR’s – 2 Approvals; 1 cont’d) 
 
11/15: Master/Preliminary Plan / Flat Rock Subdivision, 320 Ocean Rd., Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Salvatore Torregrossa, 80 Central Street, Approval 5/0 Vote 
 Site Review:  Nowak, 268 Ocean Road, continued 
 Site Review: Deslandes, Blossom Way/Robinson Street, continued 
 Site Review:  O.C. Realty, LLC and TC Recommendation – Deferred 
FULL HOUSE               (SR’s – 1 Approval; 2 cont’d) 
 
12/13: Recommendation to Town Council:  Trio Restaurant – increase in size of interior bar  
                                         from 11 to 24 seats – Approval 3/0 Vote (TF recused) 
 Bond Reduction:  Shore Club – Approval 3/0 Vote (VI not yet at meeting) 
 Site Review:  Nowak, 28 Ocean Road, Continued at applicant’s request 
 Site Review:  Bouvier, 14 Percy Lane, Approval 4/0 Vote with Conditions 
                  (SR’s: 1 Approval; 1 cont’d.) 
ABSENT:  SG 
 
 
Final Tally:  29 Site Review Approvals, 9 Continued, 6 Denials 
 
 
 
 
2016 Full Year Attendance Report  - Board Member Absences 

 
1. Terry Fleming-  0 
2. Dr. O’Neill –     0 
3. Steve Glazer -    2 
4. Mr. Indeglia –    2 
5. Mrs. Plaziak –    1 - (resigned in July) 
6. Mr. Leighton –   0 - (first meeting was in October 18th)                                                                                 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Narragansett Town Hall 
25 Fifth Avenue 

Narragansett, RI 02882 
www.narragansettri.gov 

(401) 789-1044 

 

RECREATION 
ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Chair 
Keith B. Kyle 

 
Vice-Chair 

Roxann Pereira 
 

Members 
Keith B. Kyle 

Roxann Pereira 
Thomas J. O’Rourke III 

James Pereira 
Rick Lema 

Winter Hames  
Pat Brady 

 
Council Liaison 

Ray Ranaldi 
 

School Committee Liaison 
Frank White 

 
 
 

 
Narragansett Recreation Advisory Board 

 
2016 Annual Report 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Attendance:   

The committee met on the below listed dates in the year 2015: 

January     September 

February      October 

March     November  

April     December  

June            
      

     

Topics Discussed: 

 

 Discuss and review league agreements and fee schedules for fields and courts. 

 Discuss fencing around Town owned Parks and Recreation property. 

 Town organized leagues and privately run organizations. 

 Narragansett Youth Basketball Association. 

 Beach Sustainability Report. 

 DEM grant application. 

 Recreation Advisory Board protocol. 

 Review Beach Policies for 2017. 

 Met with Rhode Island Interlocal Trust.                                                                                           

 Cabana list and cabana beach policy review. 

 Discussed three-hour parking limit around Town. 

 Reviewed Capital Improvement Projects (CIP). 

 Discussed Upcoming summer events. 

 Review the Beach Fee Policy. 

 Met and prepared for Beach Workshop with the Town Council. 

 Special Session with the Town Council on the beach operations. 

 Discussion about bike safety, bike racks and bike trail. 

 Revised how the RAB agenda will be presented and prepared for each meeting. 

 Reviewed cost estimate to rebuild the older cabanas. 

 Reserved parking at the beach. 

 Reviewed e-mails regarding the 2016 summer beach operation. 
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 Look into a new beach initiative to have sunscreen stations at the beach. 

 Prepare Recreation Advisory Initiative for 2017. 

 Windmill House Project at Clarke Road facility. 

 New recreation programming for 2017.  

 Revise meeting structure to allow public comment. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
James Pereira 

Secretary  

Recreation Advisory Board 
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Town of Narragansett 
Zoning Board 

2016 Annual Report 
 

 

Overview 

The Zoning Board of Review (Zoning Board), which also serves as the Platting Board, and the 
Building Code Board of Appeals is empowered to hear and decide appeals, to grant special use 
permits, use variances and dimensional variances, in accordance with the specific provisions called 
out in the Narragansett Zoning Ordinance under RIGL 45-24 et seq. The following report provides a 
description of the key accomplishments of the Zoning Board, the Platting Board, and the Building 
Code Board of Appeal for the 2016 calendar year.   

Support Staff 

The Zoning Board is supported by Building Inspections Office and the Department of Community 
Development through administrative staff.  Organizationally, the Building Inspections Office staff 
consists of six employees - the Building/Zoning Official, the Assistant Building Inspector, two (2) 
part-time Community Housing Officers, the Building Inspection Clerk and a Rental Registration 
Clerk. The Community Development staff consists of four employees – the Director, the 
Environmental Planning Specialist, the Planning Technician and the Administrative Assistant.   Each 
staff person in the Community Development office provides some level of assistance to the Zoning 
Board with application review.  

2016 Key Highlights 

Single Family Improvements – The Zoning Board heard 29 separate applications for single family 
developments – new construction, additions, demolition and rebuilding, lot creation or an 
improvement to an existing dwelling.  Of those applicants, 26 approved, 2 were withdrawn and 1 is 
continued to 2017.     

Non-Conforming Residential Improvements – The Zoning Board heard 6 separate applications for 
non-conforming residential properties. These include a demolition and reconstruction of Knowles 
Camp dwellings (Knowles Camp, Inc.), a validation of a Bed & Breakfast to accommodate more than 
four guests (Tower House B&B),  a restoration and expansion of  two 2-family dwellings with 
carriage houses (Davis, Nowak) and an expansion of two multifamily projects (Gemma, Torregrossa). 
Of these applications, all were approved.  

Commercial Improvements – The Zoning Board heard and approved 3 commercial projects in 
2016.  Small businesses received approvals including Dave’s Coffee, Schoobies, and Bed and Bistro.   

Institutional Improvements – The Zoning Board heard and approved 3 institutional projects in 
2016. These include basketball courts at the Christina Brothers property, a new gymnasium for the 
Middlebridge School, and an expansion of the Quest  Montessori School.  
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Statistical Highlights    

 
12 Scheduled Zoning Board Meetings - 13 Meetings held  

• (12 Regular Monthly Meetings, 1 Special Meeting) 
(1 meeting was cancelled or postponed due to lack of quorum) 
 

3 Building Code Board of Appeals Meetings 
• 2 Local Building Code Board of Appeals Approvals 
• 1 Local Building Code Board of Appeals  ‘No Decision’ 

 
41 Zoning Board Public Hearing Agenda Items  

• 38 Zoning Board Approvals 
• 26 Single family Approvals 
• 6 Non-Conforming Residential Approvals 
• 3 Commercial Approvals 
• 3 Institutional Approvals 

 2 Zoning Board Withdrawals 
 1 Zoning Board Continuance to 2017 

 
Board Membership 
Second Alternate member Colin Hynes, who was appointed in 2015, was not re-appointed by the 
Town Council.  Christopher Almon was appointed by the Town Council and his first meeting was 
August 18, 2016.      
 
2017 Outlook 
The Comprehensive Plan for Narragansett was approved by the Town Council in 2016, and it is now 
under review at the State level. Once approved by the State, Zoning Ordinance changes to coincide 
with the new goals of the Plan will need to be made.  The Board also anticipates participation in one 
or more training programs to enhance efficiency in conduct of public hearings, deliberations and 
formulation of decisions. 
 
a. The Zoning Board has reviewed and revised their Rules of Procedure over the course of several 

meetings in 2016.  The Board is scheduled to approve this document in 2017 and then it will be 
provided to the Town Council for placement on file.  The Board also anticipates the creation of a 
decision template, in order to assist with making sound and thorough decisions.   
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2016 ZONING BOARD MONTHLY STATISICS 
 

DATE       PUBLIC HEARING     LOCATION    ACTION    
  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
January 21    

 ZB:     Tikoian    151 South Pier Road   Continued  to 2/18 
  Lanning   35 Walt’s Way    Approved 5-0      
                         Bush   8 Earles Court    Approved 5-0   
  Kreger   46 Earles Court    Continued to 2/18 
 BCBA:  Kreger   46 Earles Court    Continued to 2/18 
 
               2 ZB Approvals 
Absent:  GC          2 Continued (1 ZB, 1 BCBA) 

February 18 
   

ZB:    Hernowitz   21 Rosewood Avenue   Approved 5-0  
         Brousseau  1 Cross Road    Approved 5-0   
          Tikoian   151 South Pier Road   Continued to 3/24                      
   Kreger    Tower B & B    Continued to 3/24  

BCBA: Kreger   Tower B & B     Continued to 3/24 
 

Absent:  RF & JP                                                      2 ZB  Approvals 
                       3 Continued (2 ZB, 1 BCBA) 
March 24 

 ZB:     Paglia    Orlando Drive    Approved 5-0   
       Mariconda  430 Old Boston Neck Road  Approved 5-0  
                       Tikoian   151 South Pier Road   Approved 5-0  
  Monti   11 Salem Road     Withdrawn 
         Kreger   46 Earles Court     Continued to 4/21  

BCBA: Kreger    46 Earles Court     Continued to 4/21  
 
                                                                                                                     3 ZB Approvals 

All Present           1 ZB Withdrawn 
 2 Continued (1 ZB, 1 BCBA)  
April 21 

ZB:     Kreger    46 Earles Court     Approved 5-0  
          Bed & Bistro   83 Narragansett Avenue   Approved 5-0 
          Normanton   25 Beach Row     Approved 5-0 

BCBA:  Kreger   46 Earles Court     ‘No Decision’5-0 
 

All Present           3 ZB Approvals 
                                                                                                1 BCBA ‘No Decision’ - Referred to the State BCBA 
 
May 19 

  ZB:     Christian Brothers  635 Ocean Road   Approved 5-0  
          Elpus   14 Calef Avenue   Continued to 7/21 
          Dolos   12 Sand Hill Cove Road   Continued to 6/23 
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          Burgess   45 Abalone Road   Approved 5-0 
 
Absent: AB & JK                                                                                                            2 ZB Approvals; 2 Continued 
                   
 
July 7 (rescheduled from 6/23) 
              ZB:    Dolos   12 Sand Hill Cove Road   Approved 5-0 
           DiRaimo  4 Angell Road    Continued to 9/22 
                        Fonseca  Ocean Road    Approved 5-0 
           DeSimone  131 Sunset Boulevard   Approved 4-1 

Desimone  24 Sunset Shores   Approved 4-1 
                        Uritescu  Ocean Road    Approved 5-0 
                         DeBlois/Picerne  Ocean Road    Approved 5-0  
 
Absent:  JK              6 ZB Approvals; 1 Continued 
July 21 
 ZB: Elpus   14 Calef Avenue   Approved 5-0 
                     Reilley   1 Louise Avenue   Continued to 8/18 
                     Gemma Realty  16 Rodman Street   Approved 5-0 
       Cutlip   Captain Freebody Road   Approved 5-0 
       Davis   350 Ocean Road   Approved 5-0 
              O’Donnell  40 Burbank Avenue   Approved 4-1  
       Flynn   22 Stanton Avenue   Approved 5-0 
 
Absent:  JK              6 ZB Approvals; 1 Continued 
August 18  

 ZB:   Reilley   1 Louise Avenue   Approved 5-0 
                      Carbone  52 Follett Road    Continued to 01/18/17 
         Nowak   268 Ocean Road   Approved 5-0 

Nowak   272 Ocean Road   Approved 5-0 
                      Timpson  14 Tanglewood Trail   Approved 5-0 
                      Masterson  3 Summit Avenue   Approved 5-0 
 
Absent:  JK & RF   ______________________         5 ZB Approvals; 1 Continued_ 
September 29 

ZB:   DiRaimo   4 Angell Road    Withdrawn 
Shue   33 Harvey Lane    Approved 5-0 

        Liebermensch  24 Talia Court    Approved 5-0 
 
All Present_________________________________________________ 2 ZB Approvals, 1 Withdrawn 
October 20 
  ZB:      Leighton  43 Beach Avenue   Approved 5-0 
       BCBA: Sienko    4 Baneberry Trail   No Action/Moved11/17 
 
Absent:  JP & JK______________________________________________   1 Approval________ 
 
November 17 

ZB: Middlebridge School 333 Ocean Road   Approved 5-0  
     Elpus   32 Woodridge Road   Approved 5-0 
                   Knowles Camp  64 Burnside Avenue   Approved 5-0  
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      Friends of SRIMS 1115 Boston Neck Road   Approved 5-0  
  Burke   23 Wanda Street   Approved 5-0 

BCBA: Sienko   4 Baneberry Trail   Approved 5-0 
   Middlebridge School 333 Ocean Road   Approved 5-0 
 
Absent:  AB & JK                     5 ZB Approvals, 2 BCBA Approvals 
 
December 15 
 ZB: Torregrossa  80 Central Street   Approved 5-0 
        
Absent:  AB & GC         1 ZB Approval    
 
 

 
Zoning Board Attendance 

 
 

• James Manning, Chair   perfect attendance 
• Anthony Brunetti, Vice Chair  3 absences 
• Geraldine Citrone, Secretary  2 absences 
• Robert Ferraro    2 absences 
• Joseph Paglia    2 absences 
• John Kennedy    5 absences 
• Christopher Almon (August start) perfect attendance 

 


